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Four new faces
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A message from the Sarpy County Board of Commissioners

DEAR SARPY COUNTY RESIDENTS,
What a year for Sarpy County!
It’s been a year full of changes and
progress, and we’re proud to share
the highlights with you.
In addition to moving many of
our county operations to a new
location and welcoming several new
faces to lead county departments,
we’ve focused on what we call The
Big Four: roads, the new Sarpy
County Correctional Center, mental
health initiatives and sanitary sewer
service.
The CONNECTSarpy – West
Sarpy road program is in full swing.
The largest package of road projects
in county history, this work is transforming northwestern Sarpy County
between Harrison Street and Highway
370 from 168th to 204th Streets. Our
investment is sure to pay dividends, as
this area of the county explodes with
new housing, businesses, schools and
economic development. (Page 5)

In April, we broke ground on
the new Sarpy County Correctional
Center, and the site has been busy
with activity ever since. Built to hold
more inmates and provide additional
services aimed at reducing recidivism,
this facility will better serve our
rapidly growing county now and
well into the future. We’re excited to
watch the progress over the coming
months. (Pages 6-7)
We also established Nebraska’s first
mental health court, an innovative
problem-solving court designed to
focus on people with mental illnesses who are facing charges. The goal
of the new Sarpy County Wellness
Court is to stabilize and treat participants’ underlying mental health
issues as an alternative to incarceration, furthering our goal of decriminalizing mental illness. (Page 10)
The Sarpy County and Cities
Wastewater Agency this year took

SARPY COUNTY OFFICIALS
Assessor: Dan Pittman
County Attorney: Lee Polikov
Clerk/Register of Deeds: Deb Houghtaling
Clerk of the District Court: Dori Heath
Election Commissioner: Emily Ethington

several giant steps forward in its effort
to build a sanitary sewer system in
the southern portion of the county
– including purchasing materials to
begin laying pipe in the near future.
The agency board, which includes
the chairman of the Sarpy County
Board of Commissioners and the
mayor of each of the five Sarpy cities,
also approved connection and service
agreements with a several large developments and hired the agency’s first
full-time employee. (Page 9)
And, through careful planning, we
were able to take on these projects
without raising the tax levy. We hope
you enjoy reading the 2021 Sarpy
County Annual Report, meeting
members of our staff and learning
about their efforts over the past year.
We appreciate our entire staff and
extend a big thank you for another
year of dedicated service to Sarpy
County residents.

ADMINISTRATION
Engineer: Dennis L. Wilson
Public Defender: Tom Strigenz
Sheriff: Jeff Davis
Treasurer: Trace Jones

County Administrator: Dan Hoins
Deputy Administrator: Scott Bovick
Chief Financial Officer: Bill Conley
Director of Administrative Services:
Stu De La Castro

BUDGET INVESTS IN THE FUTURE
The Sarpy County Board of Commissioners unanimously approved
the county’s budget for Fiscal Year
2022 (July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022).
The County’s $241.5 million
budget invests in the key needs of
the fastest growing county in the
state, including a new correctional
center, mental health initiatives
and major road improvements,
while holding the county’s property tax levy flat at 29.69 cents per
$100 of valuation.
The budget includes $36.3
million in funds from the American
Rescue Plan Act, which can be used
for eligible costs through Dec. 31,
2026.

Major projects funded in the
budget include: $20 million for road
projects, which is in addition to
$40 million in bond funds available
for road projects; and $19 million
for construction of the Sarpy
County Correctional Center, which
is in addition to $41 million in bond
funds available for this project.
“Sound, fiscally conservative
planning has put us in a position
that allows us to move forward
with these once-in-a-generation
projects, which will benefit the
county now and well into the
future,” said Commissioner David
Klug, Vice-Chair of the Sarpy County
Board.

Sarpy County welcomed four
new department heads in 2021.
These new county leaders bring a
unique set of experiences to their
roles.
Ryan Mahr joined Sarpy County as Director of the Corrections
Department. Mahr oversees the
operations of the Sarpy County
jail and is involved in planning for
the new Sarpy County Correctional Center. Mahr previously worked
for the State of Nebraska, where
he was most recently warden of
the Community Corrections
Center in Omaha.
Trace Jones is Sarpy County’s
Treasurer overseeing the office that
is responsible for motor vehicle
titling and plates, real estate taxes
and other monetary functions.
Jones previously served as Sarpy
County’s Veterans Service Officer.
Jones served in the Air Force for
28 years.
Matt MacDonald took over
for Jones as the county’s Veterans
Service Officer. He heads the Veterans Service Office, which assists
military veterans and their families
when applying for federal, state
and county benefits. MacDonald
is a 24-year veteran of the Air
Force.
Emily Ethington was appointed Sarpy County Election Commissioner by Gov. Pete Ricketts.
Her role involves maintaining the
Sarpy County Voter Registration
database and conducting elections
in Sarpy County. She also serves
as the Sarpy County Jury Commissioner. Ethington previously
worked in the financial services
industry.
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SARPY’S ECONOMIC GROWTH CONTINUES
It’s no secret that Sarpy County is
a state leader in economic growth.
The county attracts thousands of
new residents annually and county
leaders continue to welcome new
businesses. And, in 2021, two of the
world’s most well-known companies
announced expansions in Sarpy
County.
“We’re a great place to be, no matter if you’re a large company looking
to expand or a family wanting to
put down roots,” said Sarpy County
Board Chairman Don Kelly. “We
have access to land and infrastructure, family-friendly neighborhoods
and great schools. Our local leadership and residents support growth.”
Here’s a look at the biggest economic development news in Sarpy
County during the last year:

New growth

Census data released in 2021
showed that Sarpy County grew by
31,764 people over the last decade –
a 20% increase. Sarpy, the thirdlargest county in Nebraska, now has
190,604 residents. Projections from
UNO’s Center for Public Affairs
Research has projected that Sarpy
will reach 317,000 people by 2050.

This rendering shows what Facebook’s Sarpy County Data Center campus will look like when completed. (Photo: Facebook)

Facebook

The tech giant announced a data
center expansion totaling 1 million
square feet. The project, located
across more than 500 acres in Springfield near Facebook’s existing campus,
represents an additional $400 million
in capital investment in Sarpy County and 100 new operational jobs.
When completed, Facebook will have
a 3.6-million-square-foot data center
presence in Sarpy County.

Google

Google announced it would make
a $500 million investment to expand
in its footprint in Papillion, where it’s
first data center is already operational.

Growth by the numbers
Sarpy’s growth is reflected in the
number of building permits issued
for homes, apartments and new
businesses.
BUILDING PERMITS
• 892 – single-family homes
• 811 – multi-family units
• 114 – non-residential construction
ADDED VALUATION
• $251.8 million – new single-family
homes
• $108.3 million – new multi-family
units
• $1.8 million – non-residential
construction
Source: Greater Omaha Chamber, October 2020-September 2021

Several county government offices move into 1102 Building
In early 2021, several county
departments moved to the Sarpy
County 1102 Building at 1102 E. 1st
Street in Papillion. The move has allowed the county to continue serving
residents while construction of the
new Correctional Center is underway
on the main campus at 84th Street
and Highway 370.
The Sarpy County Election
Commission and Jury Commission
made the move first, followed by
the Treasurer, Assessor and Veterans
Service offices as well as the Vehicle

Inspection department.
“We purchased this building in
2020 because we knew we would
need the space while our Correctional
Center project is under construction,”
Sarpy County Board Vice-Chair
David Klug said. “Instead of working around construction with little
to no parking at our main campus,
residents are able to easily access
the 1102 Building to register their
vehicles, get assistance with Veterans
benefits or do other county business.”
Treasurer Trace Jones said his office

has reduced customer wait times from
78 minutes in April to 11 minutes in
August, the office’s busiest month of
the year. During the fall months,
wait times fell even more, to just
7 minutes.
“The office has gone through an
incredible transformation mainly due
to the hard work and dedication of
our employees,” Jones said. “The goal
this year was to make the office better
for all of us who work here and better for the citizens of Sarpy County,
and that’s exactly what we’ve done.”

In 2021, crews completed three legs of the redesigned intersection of 180th Street and Giles Road, which is part of the CONNECTSarpy - West Sarpy road program. (Photo: Olsson)

PAVING PROGRESS

Work continues on the largest road program in county history
Drive across northwestern Sarpy
County and the transformation is
evident. Roads that were once narrow
and gravel are now paved, and an
efficient, modern road network is
taking shape.
“The CONNECTSarpy – West
Sarpy road program is the largest
package of road projects in county
history, with a construction cost of
$65 million. We’re investing in an
entire section of the county that is
already bursting with development,”
said Sarpy County Board Chairman
Don Kelly. “This is an aggressive
effort, and it is well on the way to better connecting our residents to neighborhoods, schools and businesses.”
The latest Census figures show
Sarpy County added almost 32,000
people since 2010, making Sarpy the
fastest growing county in the state.
Much of that population growth is
taking place in northwestern Sarpy
County, and it’s showing no signs of
slowing down.
The Gretna Public Schools’ second
high school is under construction at

Learn more online
View live video and aerial photos of
the construction as well as a timeline
of upcoming road closures on
CONNECTSarpy.com.

180th Street and Cornhusker Road,
and several new neighborhoods are
taking shape along the 180th Street
corridor.
To ensure the area is ready for the
additional growth, Sarpy County is
improving the roads in a 9-squaremile area between Harrison Street
and Highway 370 from 168th to
204th Streets.
In 2020, most of Giles Road was
paved from 168th to 204th streets,
with a small section left to complete
as crews reroute 180th Street. Work
completed in 2021 includes:
• More than 6.5 lane-miles of
paving on 180th Street, Meridian
Street and Giles Road.
• Significant grading work on
180th Street, Cornhusker Road, Giles
Road and the future Meridian Street.

• Storm sewers installed throughout the project area.
• Retaining walls along 180th
Street.
• Box culverts on 180th Street and
Cornhusker Road at Tiburon Creek
crossings.
• Construction of the 180th Street
overpass over the BNSF Railway railroad tracks and South Papio Creek.
To pay for the program, the Sarpy
County Board authorized issuing
$51.5 million in bonds. Approximately $18.8 million of the work is
already complete.
“Issuing bonds for road construction makes financial sense for Sarpy
County because we are able to tackle
large-scale projects without having to
raise our tax levy,” said Sarpy County
Commissioner Jim Warren, who represents western Sarpy County. “The
county’s continued growth, stable cash
reserves and Aaa bond rating all factored in to us getting a very competitive 1.6% interest rate on our bonds.”
The program is on track to be
done in the fall of 2023.
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Sarpy, UNMC partner on
forensic psychiatry fellowship

Construction began in April, and by late October, a large portion of the new Sarpy County Correctional Center’s framework was in place at 84th Street and Highway 370. (Photo: Sarpy County)

BUILDING FOR THE

FUTURE

In April, Sarpy County leaders celebrated
the groundbreaking of the new Sarpy County
Correctional Center, a project that will replace
the county’s aging and overcrowded jail with a
larger, modern facility without raising the county’s
tax levy.
Since then, the site on the northeast corner of
84th Street and Highway 370 has been buzzing
with activity.
To kick-start construction, the Sarpy County
Board of Commissioners approved a resolution to
lock in construction costs at $69.4 million and hire
JE Dunn as construction manager.
The county expects $10.5 million in expenses for
architectural engineering, permits, utility extension
fees, and furniture and fixtures for the facility, bringing the total cost of the project to $79.9 million.
Initial site work included prep and excavation,
followed by installing utilities, digging footings,
pouring concrete and setting structural steel. By
year’s end, roughly 2,000 yards of concrete had
been placed.
When it opens in early 2023, the 150,000-squarefoot facility will be able to hold 362 inmates and have
a dedicated behavioral health unit, secure courtroom
and video arraignment areas, as well as space for
educational and rehabilitative programming.

TOP LEFT: Steal decking and metal beams serve as the skeleton of the new Sarpy County Correctional Center,
a 150,000-square-foot building designed to hold 362 inmates. TOP RIGHT: A stair tower and landing platforms
are in place so workers can access the top levels of the building. BOTTOM: Sarpy County Commissioners held a
groundbreaking ceremony for the new Correctional Center in April. (Photos: JE Dunn, Sarpy County)

With construction of the new
Sarpy County Correctional Center
underway, so are plans for programming inside the new facility.
Sarpy County has partnered
with the University of Nebraska
Medical Center to create the state’s
first forensic psychiatry fellowship
to assess and treat inmates dealing
with mental illness. The fellowship
will support the correctional center’s
dedicated behavioral health care
unit.
The Sarpy County Board of
Commissioners in March unanimously approved a multi-year
agreement with UNMC to establish
the fellowship program.
“This is a game changer for
mental health treatment in Sarpy
County,” said Sarpy County Commissioner Angi Burmeister. “This
fellowship will assist inmates who
are experiencing mental health
crisis and those with serious mental
illnesses, and hopefully get them on
a path that doesn’t lead back to jail.”
The fellowship will have benefits
for UNMC, too. Participating fellows will get experience working in
a correctional center setting, providing psychiatric treatment, prescribing medication, helping with
medication management, offering
court testimony and potentially
completing competency evaluations
Psychiatrists taking part in the
program who complete the fellowship will then be eligible to become
board certified in forensic psychiatry.
UNMC plans to submit the

fellowship program for national
accreditation through the Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical
Education.
“This has been a really deliberate
process that we’ve engaged in with
Sarpy County, and we’re absolutely thrilled,” said Dr. Howard Liu,
Chair of the UNMC College of
Medicine’s Department of Psychiatry. “It’s innovative not only with the
fellowship, but in the process, we’re
creating and supporting a workforce. This is creating a new pipeline
of experts, working right here in our
community. This is a tremendous
need and will help the quality of
care and improve the system.”
Under the agreement, Sarpy
County will pay UNMC $1.2
million over the life of the 5.25year agreement. County funding
will help develop a training site in
the new Sarpy County Correctional
Center and share the cost of faculty
and a program director.
The program is in the planning
phase and is slated to begin seeing
patients in 2023 after the new Sarpy
County Correctional Center opens.
“The psychiatric fellowship
program with UNMC is one of
the many exciting programs we’re
working on,” said Sarpy County
Corrections Director Ryan Mahr.
“We’re proud that we’ll be able offer
our inmates access to much-needed
mental health care, and that Sarpy
County will play a role in training
our future mental healthcare professionals.”

“This is a game changer for mental health
treatment in Sarpy County.”
– Sarpy County Commissioner Angi Burmeister
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SARPY ISSUES BONDS,
RECEIVES Aaa RATING
Years of fiscally conservative
budgeting has allowed the county
to issue a record $90 million in
bonds for roads and the Sarpy
County Correctional Center.
About $50 million is going toward
the CONNECTSarpy – West Sarpy
road program, which is improving
roads in a 9-square-mile area between Harrison Street and Highway
370 from 168th to 204th Streets.
A separate bond issue of roughly
$40 million will help cover the costs
of building the new Correctional
Center and other county building
projects that are needed as a result
of the changes at the county’s main
campus.
“Sarpy County has a history of
strong financial stewardship, and
our approach with bonding over
the last year follows that tradition,”
Sarpy County Commissioner Gary
Mixan said. “Bonding – versus
pay-as-you-go – is the best option
because we can get these important projects done sooner and at a
lower cost.”
To further demonstrate sound
bond management, the county
adopted a policy that limits the
amount of bonds issued for roads
projects to less than 50% of the
county’s projected annual Highway
Allocation Revenue.
The county’s financial strategy
and efforts by the Fiscal & Budget
staff have earned high marks from
Moody’s Investors Service.
Moody’s in 2021 assigned Sarpy
County an Aaa rating, the highest
rating offered by the organization.
Only 108 out of 3,143 counties in
the United States have an Aaa rating. Sarpy has held the Aaa designation since 2017.
The Aaa rating means Sarpy
County qualifies for the lowest possible interest rates, resulting in lower
costs for Sarpy County taxpayers.

8

2021 ANNUAL REPORT

SERVING

SARPY

Public service is at the core
of everything we do. Here’s a look
at a few ways we fulfilled that
mission in 2021.

224

children served by the
Sarpy County CASA Program

SARPY COUNTY

ANSWERING THE CALL

Five 911 dispatchers receive Life Saving Awards
Sarpy County is safer because
of the incredible work by our 911
dispatchers. Dispatchers truly are the
first first responders, and their quick
and calm actions kick-start the chain
of survival.
This year, five dispatchers received
CPR Life Saving Awards. These
awards are given to dispatchers who
contribute to a confirmed “save” –
someone who is experiencing cardiac arrest and survives, thanks to
the work of dispatchers, emergency
responders and hospital personnel.
Notably, two of this year’s recipients
had two separate saves.

Troy Gowan

20,850+

number of in-person, phone and
email service visits to the
Sarpy County Veterans Service Office
(Jan. 1-Nov. 23, 2021)

Gowan assisted a caller who
reported that a man went into
cardiac arrest while moving snow
in January. Gowan calmly obtained
information, created a rescue call
for dispatch and provided CPR
instructions and reassurance to the
caller. The patient was revived and
ultimately returned home.

Ashley Scheffler

68,000+

number of 911 calls answered by
the Sarpy County Emergency
Communications Center

$292,746

amount of CARES Act money
Sarpy County Human Services provided
to Sarpy County residents in need.
(Jan. 1-Nov. 23, 2021)

Scheffler answered a 911 call
in March from a woman whose
husband who was not breathing.
After the line disconnected, Scheffler
called back and told the woman to
find a neighbor to assist while help
was one the way. Scheffler walked
the pair through CPR until La Vista
police officers arrived.
In a second save, Scheffler received
a call in April about a patient in
cardiac arrest, and had a call for
dispatch queued within 59 seconds.
Scheffler provided clear CPR instructions and reassured the caller to continue until first responders arrived on

the scene. In both cases, Scheffler’s
quick actions – particularly calling
back after the line disconnected –
helped these patients, both of whom
survived.

Bryan Patten

In October, Patten received a call
about a man in cardiac arrest and
created a call for dispatch within
48 seconds of answering the phone.
Patten helped keep the panicked
caller calm, and he talked the caller
through compressions – even counting along to keep the correct rhythm.
Patten remained on the phone until
a deputy arrived with an automated
external defibrillator, and these
actions all contributed to the patient
surviving.

Sandy Adams

Adams, a dispatcher for 36 years,
received a CPR Life Saving Award
after answering a call in August
from a man whose elderly wife had
passed out in bed. Adams told the
caller to move the patient to the floor
and onto her back. She then talked
him through CPR instructions and
counted aloud to keep pace until first
responders arrived. Adams’ demeanor
and skill led to positive outcomes for
this patient.

Nick Manganaro

Manganaro helped save two lives,
just two hours apart in September.
The first involved an distraught
caller whose elderly father was unconscious and not breathing.
The second involved an unconscious
four-month-old infant. In both cases,
Manganaro provided clear CPR
instructions that led to the recovery
of the patients.
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COUNTY PLAYS KEY ROLE IN PANDEMIC RESPONSE
Jake Harrer never expected that
his first large-scale activation as a
member of Nebraska Army National
Guard would involve administering
COVID-19 vaccinations.
But when Harrer, a Sarpy County
911 dispatcher, got the call in January, he graciously accepted. That
meant he stepped away from his role
as a dispatcher in the Sarpy County
Emergency Communications Center
for six months to fulfill his duties as
a medic in the National Guard.
Harrer’s story is just one of many
examples of county employees who
answered the call and responded
during the ongoing pandemic.
In 2021, Sarpy County officials
met regularly with the Sarpy/Cass
Health Department, city officials and
representatives from Offutt Air Force
Base to ensure a coordinated response
to the health emergency.

Sarpy employees also helped the
Health Department get residents
registered for vaccine-eligibility notifications, scheduled vaccine appointments and staffed check-in tables at
vaccine clinics.
County staff also played a critical
role in rolling out the American
Rescue Plan Act, a federal package
signed into law to bring relief to
states, counties and cities. Sarpy
County formed a task force to review
applications and make recommendations for how to utilize the county’s
$36.1 million in ARPA funds.
“We take our role in helping bring
relief to our community very seriously
because the pandemic has affected the
entire community,” said Sarpy County Commissioner Angi Burmeister.
“I’m pleased with the approach we’ve
taken to ensure that anyone who is
eligible could apply for ARPA funds.”

Sarpy County 911 Dispatcher and Nebraska Army National
Guard member Jake Harrer administers a COVID-19 vaccine
at a clinic. Harrer and two other National Guard medics were
activated in January and spent several months helping the
Southeast District Health Department, which is based in
Auburn. “In a relatively short amount of time with the county,
Jake has shown a lot of leadership. Jake’s National Guard
service sharpens his skill set and his leadership skills, both as a
citizen soldier for Nebraska and an emergency communications
dispatcher for Sarpy County,” Sarpy County Emergency Communications Director William Muldoon said. “I’m proud of his
service, both to our Sarpy County community and his service
to greater Nebraska as he has led his team through the Guard’s
pandemic mission.” (Photo: Nebraska Army National Guard)

Wastewater Agency awards contract to build new sewer system
Sewer service – and economic
development – are on the way to
southern Sarpy County.
The Sarpy County and Cities
Wastewater Agency in 2021 selected
a contractor to build the first phase
of the new sanitary sewer system.
The approval kick-starts the effort
to deliver necessary infrastructure to
support homes and businesses in the
southern half of the county.
“Clearing the way to put pipe in
the ground is a huge milestone for the
future of Sarpy County, the Omaha
metro and the State of Nebraska,” said
Sarpy County Board Chairman Don
Kelly, who also serves as the chair of
the Wastewater Agency Board.
Sewer service has proven imperative
to growth. Sarpy County’s existing
growth is predominantly north of a
natural ridge line that cuts across the
county. The northern area is served by

Economic impact
Development in southern Sarpy County
is expected to generate the following
additional incremental revenue:
• $21 million per year in sales tax for
Sarpy cities
• $74 million per year in sales tax for the
state of Nebraska
• $31 million per year in property tax
for Sarpy cities
• $29 million per year in property tax
for Sarpy County

public wastewater infrastructure; the
area south of does not have a unified
system, which impedes development.
When complete, the sewer system
is projected to add 97,000 taxable
parcels of land in the county.
The first phase of the system
includes building an interceptor
sewer line along Springfield Creek
from Fairview Road to Pflug Road

near Highway 50 west of Springfield,
and building a cooling water blowdown sewer in the same area to serve
nearby data centers.
The Wastewater Agency’s project
engineer, who was hired in 2021 as
the Agency’s first full-time employee,
will oversee the system’s construction.
The first phase is expected to cost
$70 million. It will be paid for
through the Nebraska Department
of Environment and Energy’s Clean
Water State Revolving Loan Fund
program, connection fees and OPPD
PILOT funds.
In full, the system is expected to
cost $250 million and be built in
phases over the next 20 to 50 years.
The agency, which is governed by
a board with representatives from the
county and each Sarpy city, projects
using no property tax dollars to pay
for the system.
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Sarpy launches state’s first mental health court
Sarpy County has taken the lead
on delivering treatment and change
for people who are dealing with
mental illness and involved in the
criminal justice system.
Sarpy County Wellness Court is
Nebraska’s first mental health court.
The program’s goal is to address the
person’s underlying issues and connect them to treatment and resources
as an alternative to incarceration.
District Court Judge Stefanie
Martinez presides over the court,
which was announced in January and
by November had nine participants.
Additional potential participants are
undergoing screening.
“We’re seeing more and more people enter the criminal justice system
who have severe mental health diagnoses. Because of a lack of resources,
we’re incarcerating those individuals
instead of addressing the treatment
they need,” Martinez said. “We’re
extremely grateful for and hopeful
about this opportunity to assist these
individuals in our community.”
The Nebraska Legislature paved the
way for mental health court by expanding the state’s definition of problem-solving courts in 2016. Then, in
2020, the legislature approved funding for the Nebraska Supreme Court
to create a pilot program.
Sarpy County Wellness Court is
voluntary, and participants have to
pass a competency evaluation, then
plead guilty to the charge they’re facing. Participants meet regularly with
the judge, prosecutor, defense attorney, treatment providers, probation
officers and law enforcement.
Common charges participants
are facing include possession of a
controlled substance, flight to avoid
arrest and theft by shoplifting. All
participants are facing felony charges
and are at a high risk of re-offending.
The court works to stabilize the

Mental health initiatives

($ in millions, excludes inter-county transfers)

Wellness Court is just one of many mental health initiatives underway
in Sarpy County. Others include:
• Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office Mental Health Unit. This specialized
unit responds to people experiencing mental health crisis, works with
therapists, follows up on people who’ve had contact with law enforcement
and coordinates mental health trainings across the county.
• Mental Health Diversion. The Sarpy County Attorney’s Office offers a
diversion program for people who commit low-level crimes and have
underlying mental health issues. The program is an alternative to the
formal court process and allows people to get the help and treatment
they need.
• Mental Health Case Management Program. A program for those
awaiting trial. Case managers connects people with community resources
to help with therapy and medication management.
• Forensic Psychology Fellowship. Sarpy County is partnering with the
University of Nebraska Medical Center to create the state’s first forensic
psychiatry fellowship. Learn more on Page 7.
• Behavioral Health Unit. The new Correctional Center will have an entire
unit for inmates with mental illness and other behavioral health issues.

participant, ensure they have stable
housing, help them avoid drugs and
alcohol, and connect them with various treatment providers and community services.
“This approach is helping people
get the resources they need, and
helping them build skills so they can
manage their mental health,” Chief
Deputy Sarpy County Attorney Bonnie Moore said. “Most of our participants appear in person, which has
proven important for the program
because they have interaction with
Judge Martinez. No one has withdrawn, which is really positive.”
Programming may include support
from family members and peer-support specialists.
“We’re building a team of people
around that person and finding the
medications and therapies that work
for them, and making sure they’re
following through on treatments,”
said Chris Lathrop, a division lead

SUMMARY
FINANCIAL
INFORMATION
Fiscal Years Ended June 30, 2021 & 2020

for the Sarpy County Public Defender’s Office. “Sometimes these members of our community never get any
kind of affirmation for the positive
things they’re doing in their life.
Here they’re getting positive feedback
for their good behaviors.”
When a participant successfully
completes the program, they can
withdraw their guilty plea, and the
County Attorney’s Office will dismiss
the charge. Those who violate the
terms or conditions of the court can
be removed from the program and
will proceed to sentencing.
Sarpy County Wellness Court
builds on the county’s history of
prioritizing on mental health, which
includes a mental health diversion
program created by the Sarpy County Attorney’s Office in 2014, and the
area’s first dedicated mental health
law enforcement unit, which the
Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office formed
in 2018.

Government-Wide

SOURCES OF REVENUE (cash basis)
Local - Charges for Services
State - Highway Allocation Funds & various grants
Federal - Grants
Property Tax
TOTAL REVENUES

2021 Fiscal Year
Amount % of Total
$64.5
40%
$18.8
12%
$26.4
16%
$50.9
32%
$160.6

100%

2020 Fiscal Year
Amount % of Total
$52.3
43%
$19.3
16%
$2.5
2%
$46.9
39%
$121.0

100%

Government-Wide

EXPENSES BY FUNCTION (cash basis)
2021 Fiscal Year
Amount % of Total
General Government
$38.2
30%
Public Safety - Law Enforcement (Sheriff & Jail)
$24.9
20%
Public Safety - Other (Courts, Attorney, Public Defender, 911)
$20.1
16%
Public Works - Roads (maintenance & construction)
$30.7
24%
Public Health - Animal Control, Noxious Weed, Mental Health
$0.7
1%
Public Welfare & Social Services - Veterans, Human Services
$1.5
1%
Community Development - SBDF Grant
$0.5
0.5%
Landfill
$0.6
0.5%
Stadium - Werner Park
$1.7
1%
Sewer
$7.6
6%
TOTAL EXPENSES

$126.5

100%

2020 Fiscal Year
Amount % of Total
$32.1
28%
$24.9
21%
$19.9
17%
$24.6
21%
$0.7
1%
$1.7
1%
$0.2
0%
$6.5
6%
$2.4
2%
$3.1
3%
$116.1

100%

Government-Wide

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION (accrual basis)
June 30, 2021
ASSETS
Cash & Investments
Taxes, Grants & Accounts Receivable
Capital Assets (net of depreciation)
All other
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES & NET POSITION
Bonds & Notes Payable
All other Liabilities & Deferred Inflows
Subtotal - LIABILITIES
Net Position
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET POSITION

(unaudited)

June 30, 2020
(audited)

Amount
$139.4
$27.9
$221.6
$17.7
$406.6

% of Total
34%
7%
55%
4%
100%

Amount
$115.1
$30.2
$193.0
$15.8
$354.1

% of Total
32.5%
8.5%
54.5%
4.5%
100%

$88.5
$65.3
$153.8
$252.8
$406.6

10%
25%
35%
65%
100%

$34.6
$90.4
$125.0
$229.1
$354.1

10%
25.5%
35%
64.5%
100%
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VISIT SARPY.GOV

In 2021, Sarpy County relaunched its website on Sarpy.gov.
The new design is easier to use on all of your devices and
is fully customizable. You can renew your car registration,
pay your property taxes, apply for building permits, sign
up for news alerts, search court cases and so much more!

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Sarpy County’s Annual Report includes information
about major county projects and initiatives. Questions
about the report should be directed to Sarpy County
Communications Manager Megan Stubenhofer-Barrett
at 402-593-4132 or mbarrett@sarpy.gov.
Writer: Emily Ramm
Editing/Design: Megan Stubenhofer-Barrett
Cover graphic: Freepik.com

