RESIDENTIAL
BURGLARY
PREVENTION
Making your home safer from crime doesn’t always mean installing expensive alarms,
effective burglary prevention begins with LOCKS, LIGHTING and LANDSCAPING.

LOCKS

LIGHTING



Make sure every external door has a
strong, well-installed dead bolt lock.
Deadbolt should extend at least one inch
into the front edge of the door.











Outside doors should be solid wood or
metal and should have a peephole or window nearby so you can see who is there.

The best way to use your lighting as a burglary deterrent is to make it seem like
someone is home. Use indoor lights to
mimic real behavior and suggest someone
is home.



Secure sliding glass doors by putting a
dowel in the inside track to jam the door,
or by installing a commercial lock.

Set your lights to turn on and off at normal,
irregular intervals to give the appearance
that your home is occupied.



Install motion sensor lights. They are effective and energy efficient.

Lock double-hung windows with key locks
or pin your windows with a nail that can be
removed.
Basement windows should be secured with
grilles or grates (make sure that they can
be opened from the inside in case
of fire).

LANDSCAPING


Bushes, Shrubs, and Trees: Trim shrubbery and trees so doors and windows are
visible to neighbors, and from the street.



Trimmed landscaping should not provide
concealment for criminals.



NEVER hide keys around the outside of
your home!! Instead, give an extra key to
a neighbor or family member you trust.



If you have a second floor, prune trees so
a thief can’t use it to climb in second floor
windows.



When you move into a new house or
apartment, always RE-KEY THE LOCKS.



Place trellises where they can't be used as
ladders to gain entry to the upper floors.

JOIN YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH or START ONE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Neighborhood watch groups have two major advantages: they scare burglars away and
they’re formed by people living in the same area who can easily spot suspicious activities.
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